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was, of course, my own suggestion,' Disraeli wrote to Delane, whose approval had been ascertained at the dinner-table; ' but it was carped at by commonplace minds, who seemed shocked at the sudden elevation, and talked of other people as being " looked up to " in the city. Your clear and sagacious judgment came to my aid opportunely, which should teach both of us the advantage of dining out.'l
The Whips and the party managers urged that overtures should be made to Cranborne and to Peel. One of them thought he discerned a change of tone on Cranborne's part; another wrote, ' He would not accept, but it would please the party.' In deference to these representations Disraeli, always placable, sounded Cranborne through Northcote. The refusal was immediate and uncompromising. The time for reconciliation in office had not come, though the rank and file of the recalcitrants were reported to be less disaffected than before. At any rate, Corry wrote, February 27 : ' Taylor, Noel, and Barring-ton, are well pleased with the feeling at the Carltou. Even Sandford tells me that he feels less hostility to a Government with you at the head, than to one led by Lord D. What you did last session might have been expected of you from your known opinions, but Lord Derby's conduct was unpardonable.'
Cairns, though the most powerful member of the Ministry in the House of Lords, could not, as Derby pointed out, lead that House from the Woolsack; and Disraeli had therefore to appoint a leader from among his other peer colleagues. He turned first to the Duke of Marl-borough, who was himself a friend of some years' standing, and who had married the daughter of one of his most intimate friends, Frances Anne Lady Londonderry. In him he discerned ' culture, intellectual grasp, and moral energy.' But the Duke told Disraeli that Malmesbury, who had filled the place in Derby's frequent absences, had a prior claim, and Disraeli accepted the suggestion.
iDasent's Delane, Vol. II., pp. 222, 223.ended.1 The appointment was well received. 'It
